
Celebrating Half a 
Century in the Automatic 
Transmission Industry

Last year marked a significant milestone for National 
Transmission Products as the company celebrated its 
50th anniversary. Founded in 1973 by Leo Frumkin, 
NATPRO opened its inaugural warehouse on Flower 
Street, nestled between downtown Los Angeles 
and USC. From the outset, the company has been 
dedicated to delivering superior quality parts, 
industry-leading technical support and unmatched 
customer service to its primary customer base—
local transmission shops. Leo, who passed away in 
2022, imbued NATPRO with an enduring internal 
philosophy that continues to guide the company 
today.  

NATPRO’s slogan, ‘The Best for the Best,’ encapsulates 
its commitment to excellence. Headquartered in 
Montebello, California, a suburb of Los Angeles, 
NATPRO consistently strives to provide top-tier 
products delivered with exceptional service. As 
the third-largest specialty automatic transmission 
warehouse distributor in the United States, NATPRO 
offers a comprehensive selection of kits and 
components, ensuring precision and reliability to 
meet the growing needs of customers.

Strategic National Expansion
With 12 locations across the United States, NATPRO 
is well-established as a premier distributor on the 
West Coast. The company recently extended its reach 
to the East Coast with the opening of a new branch in 
Asheboro, North Carolina, in June 2024.  
 
“North Carolina represents a key growth market for 
us due to its vibrant automotive repair industry and 
strategic location. Expanding into this region allows 
us to better serve our East Coast customers with faster 
delivery times and enhanced support,” said Chadd 
Lester, President, National Transmission Products. 
“The addition of our Asheboro branch is a crucial step 
in our national growth strategy, ensuring we can meet 
the increasing demand for our products and services.” 

Coast-to-Coast:  
NATPRO’s Ongoing Nationwide Expansion

NATPRO operates in 12 
locations across 7 states.
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The new branch located at 
330 Waketa Drive in Asheboro 
is strategically located in the 
Piedmont Triad area, providing 
convenient access to major cities 
such as Greensboro, Charlotte, 
Fayetteville, and Raleigh. 

Tina Lackey, Asheboro branch 
manager, brings a wealth of 
experience to the team. Beginning 
her career in 1991 in High 
Point, NC, Tina has gained 
comprehensive knowledge of the 
industry. Her proven leadership, 

business acumen, and emphasis 
on employee cross-training and 
product knowledge are vital assets 
to the new branch. 

James Goldsheitter, Asheboro’s 
senior Account Representative, 
brings 33 years of experience in 
the automatic transmission parts 
industry. Starting his career in 
1991 at Recon’s warehouse in 
Pittsburgh, PA, Jimm moved into 
sales by 1996, forging strong 
relationships with transmission 
shop owners and builders. His 
tenure as Director of Outside 
Sales at Mid States Transmission 
Parts showcased his ability to 
expand market presence and drive 
company growth. 

“Jim and Tina bring a wealth 
of experience and leadership to 
NATPRO. Their industry expertise 
and dedication to customer service 
are crucial to our success as we 
expand our footprint on the East 
Coast,” said Lester.

Strengthening the 
Network: A&Reds and 
TranzDepot join NATPRO
2024 marks a transformative year 
for NATPRO, underscored by 
the integration of two automatic 
transmission industry favorites, 
A & Reds Transmission Parts and 
TranzDepot, into the NATPRO 
family. 

A & Reds, a cornerstone in the 
automatic transmission industry 
since its founding in Wichita 
in 1972, has built a legacy as a 
beloved supplier of both hard and 
soft transmission parts. 

With a successful expansion to 
Kansas City, MO, in 1989, A & 
Reds has been a trusted name for 
decades. The recent integration 
with NATPRO signifies a new 
chapter of growth and opportunity 
for both entities. 

New 22,000 sq. ft warehouse in Asheboro, North Carolina

Tina Lackey, branch manager Asheboro, NC

James “Jimm” Goldsheitter, account 
representative

A & Reds Wichita, Kansas
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Crystal Graham from A & Reds 
shared her enthusiasm about the 
integration, stating, “Becoming 
part of the NATPRO family has 
been an exciting and positive 
change for us. The extensive 
resources and support we now 
have access to will significantly 
benefit our operations and our 
customers.” 

Similarly, TranzDepot, based 
in Hazel Park, a suburb north 
of Detroit, Michigan, has also 
officially become part of the 
NATPRO organization. 

Al Rivera, TranzDepot employee 
since opening in 2019 echoed 
this sentiment, expressing, “We 
are excited to join NATPRO. 
This transition opens up new 
opportunities for growth and 
enhances our ability to deliver 
exceptional service and products to 
our customers.”

The new location in Asheboro and 
the integration of the three existing 
warehouses allows immediate 
access to the Midstates and the 
East Coast. This move signals 
NATPRO’s intentions for strategic 
growth in the coming years.

Honoring an Iconic 
Career at NATPRO 

This year, NATPRO celebrated 
the retirement of David Jerome. 
Reflecting on his retirement, 
Wendy Merlin noted, “David 
Jerome has been an industry icon 
for decades. His expertise and 
dedication have shaped NATPRO 
into what it is today. His presence 
will be greatly missed.”

Commitment to Quality 
and Unmatched 
Customer Service
NATPRO prides itself on having 
the best fill rate in the industry, 
ensuring customers receive their 
parts quickly and accurately. This 
dedication to efficiency is matched 
by their commitment to delivering 
top-notch customer service. 

One-Stop Multi-Brand 
Supplier
NATPRO’s commitment to 
transmission shops is exemplified 
by its diverse range of inventoried 
brands. Embracing a multi-brand 
distribution strategy with such 
a vast array of parts requires 
significant efforts in cataloging, 
inventory management, and 
support, but the advantages are 
evident. 

This extensive selection enables 
NATPRO to meet every customer’s 
specific demands, ensuring 
unparalleled convenience and 
satisfaction by providing access to 
a diverse range of products without 
compromise.

Crystal Graham, branch manager Wichita, KS

Al Rivera, account representative

Wendy Merlin, DC operations manager

David Jerome, general manager
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Innovative Product 
Offerings
Innovation is at the heart of 
NATPRO’s operations. The 
company recently introduced 
a new look for their automatic 
transmission kits, updating the 
packaging to reflect their modern 
and dynamic brand. Additionally, 
NATPRO now carries the LUK 
TorCon line of converters. These 
new, not rebuilt, torque converters 
include models for the 6F35 and 
6L80, with the latter receiving 
positive customer feedback despite 
its visual differences from the OE.

Looking Ahead
NATPRO is poised for further 
expansion, with plans to open 
additional locations in the coming 
year. As they continue to grow, 
their focus remains on delivering 
exceptional service and innovative 
solutions to professional automatic 
transmission repair outlets. 
 
“In the next phase of our growth 
strategy, NATPRO is excited 
to announce our plans for 
opening more branch locations 
in key regions,” said president 
Chadd Lester. “Expanding our 
footprint allows us to better 
serve our customers nationwide, 
providing them with easier 
access to our comprehensive 
range of transmission parts and 
unparalleled support.” 
 
In just the past 5 years, NATPRO 
has quietly expanded from 9 
locations in the Western US to 12 
locations, with recent additions 
in Wichita, Kansas; Kansas City, 
Missouri; Detroit, Michigan; and 
Asheboro, North Carolina. This 

strategic growth underscores 
NATPRO’s commitment to 
enhancing service capabilities and 
meeting the increasing demand for 
high-quality transmission products 
across the country.

Chadd Lester, President National Transmission 
Products

Bob Bodossian, Technical Director
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